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Then  Mid  Jmiu  onto  hia  dladplM, 
II  any  man  will  oama  after  ma,  lat  him 
dany  himaalt,  and  takm  up  hia  croaa,  and 


And  mia  ti  tha  company  aaid  onto 
him,  Naatar,  apaak  to  my  brothar,  that 
ha  diTida  tha  inharitanoa  with  ma.— 

St.  Luke  12-13. 


Wa  than  that  ara  atrang  aoght  to 
baar  tha  inflrmitlaa  af  tha  waak,  and 
not  to  plaaaa  auraalvaa.— /?o/nan«  15-1.. 


For  tha  lova  of  Ghriat  owiatratnath 
ua;  bacaoaa  wa  thua  judga,  that  if  ona 
diad  for  all,  than  wara  all  daad.— 

//.  Cor.  5-14. 
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Menace  of  Bolshevism 

ITS  CAUSE  AND  CURE 


A  Sermon  preached  in  the 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

Victoria,  B.  C.      :-: 

Sunday  Evening,  April  6th 

Nineteen    Hundred    and    Nineteen 

Rev.  Jno.  Gibson  Inkster 

===.  B.  A.  ==^= 


Tlie    first   of   a    series    of   sermons    on    "The 
Crisis  and  the  Christ"  or  "Recon- 
struction and  Religion."' 


TIii>   sermon    is  printed   and   circulated    free 

at  the  request  and  exjiciisc  of  a  nunibei' 

oi   laymen    wiio    heard    it    preached. 
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"THE  MENACE  OF 
BOLSHEVISM  " 


In  (lisfu-sinu  tlii^  ^•ulijfct  it  i-  will  t''>r  ns 
iii'^t  to  ,Lri\«.-  the  (Itl'mitiiin  and  iiu-aiiiiv^  <'l 
till'  wonl  i'.ois:if\  i.xi  and  al'^u  llic  word 
Si)\;i't,  tor  a  .^oxl  dra!  of  cont'u>ion  fxists 
in  t'.u-  pii'dii-  mind  oii  tlir  meaning  ot  tlK'>c 
two  ti'rnis. 

'I'!k'  term  Soviet  means  "the  council  of 
worl-er-,  soIdier>  and  peasants" — it  is  a  poli- 
lie.d  institution  hy  means  of  which  an  em 
pire.  pro\ince,  city,  town  or  villajre  may  be 
governed.  'Ihe  term  l',olsiie\  iki  means 
"tliose  of  the  majority" — it  is  a  political 
l);rt\  in  the  Soviet — that  party  wliich  con- 
trid-  the  j::overnment  of  Rus->ia  to(hiy.  \'u>\- 
shevism  is  the  principle^.  metho(i>  and  rules 
v.hich  dominate  thi>  party.  As  the  word  inv 
l)lie>.  it  represents  tlie  threat  mass  oi  tlie 
Ivussian  ])easantry.  than  which  there  is  no 
tlner  peasantry  in   the  world. 

Russia    for    the    lir>t    lime    in    her    history 

has    a    government    of    the    people,    for    the 

people  and  by  the  people.     This  is  the  thin^ 

.  •    .      ,       ,^       ■    1-    ,_       .•    \ ;_..     p_:<...:„   .^^^l 

\'.  iilCi'l    iiie    rioCiiiilMS    01    .  \  .iir  i  :i-.;,    i;::>.-.i!:    .-.:i   •• 

Germany,    the    Conimunists    of   France,    and 
the    -Xnarchists  of    Rus>ia   ha.ve  been    trying 


to  Kct  for  many  years.  Ffi  this  sense  Bol- 
shevism is  simply  a  new  name  for  an  old 
movement.  It  is  in  reality  anarchy  realized 
which  means  the  abolition  of  existing:  insti- 
tutions—social, industrial  and  political— and 
the  substitution  therefor  of  government  by 
the  majority. 

Now,  some  may  wonder  why  I.  a  Pres 
hyterian  minister,  should  discuss  this  sub- 
ject, in  a  Church,  on  Sunday  night.  My  an- 
swer is:  This  is  a  subject  which  is  vitally 
interesting  and  affecting  the  people  in  the 
church  and  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  deal 
with  such  a  subject  in  the  light  of  the  teach- 
ing of  God's  word.  I  am  dealing  tonight 
with  the  great  theme  of  "The  Crisis  and 
the  Christ"  or  "Reconstruction  and  Reli- 
gion." and  surely  it  is  necessary  to  discuss 
Bolshevism  in  the  light  of  that  theme.  For 
that  reason  my  address  tonight  is  not  a  dis- 
quistition  on  philosophy,  economy  or  society, 
but  a  sermon  on  religion. 

As   already   hinted,    in   dealing   with    Bol- 
shevism we  are  really  dealing  with  a  phase 
of  Socialism— a  phase   which   is  largely  de- 
termined by  the  influence  of  time  and  place. 
As  a  rule.   Socialists   believe  somewhat  dif- 
ferently from  Bolshevists:  but  they  have  this 
in   common   at   least    (as   Pat   is  reputed   to 
have  said),  "We  are  agin'  the  government" 
— both  are  thoroughly  dissatisfied  with  the 
present  order  of  private  ownership.    And  let 
me  say  in   passing,  there  are  millions  who 
are   neither  Socialists   nor   Bolshevists   who 
are    dissatisfied     and     disgusted     with     this 
present  order  of  things.     As  we  witness  the 
selfish   avarice,   the   unscrupulous   profiteer- 
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ing.  aiul  tlif  cniisfiiiu'iit  \til«:;ir  display  <mi 
the  oTie  hand  and  on  tht-  other  the  ititoler 
able  iiicotivenicnces,  tht-  Rriiidinjs'  poverty 
and  the  unbearable  suffering,  no  one  with 
an  atom  of  human  feelintj  can  remain  silent 
or  ii)acfi\e  under  the   present    orrler. 

It  so  happened  in  Kussia  that  the  people 
ffot  an  (.i)porttniity  of  dealing  successfully 
with  these  conditions — and  at  the  same  time 
witli  the  i)ersons  lar^'ely  responsible,  name- 
ly, the  landowners,  the  aristocrat>  and  pluto- 
crats. When  the  people  of  Kus>ia  got  that 
chance  they  dealt  with  these  conditions  and 
classes  in  one  tremendous  blow.  They  had 
a  real  live  Revolution — turned  things  upside 
down  and  inside  out.  Their  act  was  ex- 
treme, but  their  answer  was:  We  have  suf- 
fered for  centuries  under  these  conditions 
and  at  the  hands  of  these  tyrants. 

This  last  remark  suggests  that  we  should 
now  consider  the  causes  which  brought  Bol- 
shevistn  into  e.xistence.  Tn  order  to  do 
that,  let  me  in  a  word  differentiate  between 
Socialism.  Communism.  Anarchism,  Nihil- 
ism, and   Bolshevism: — ■ 

Socialisju  is  an  economic  theory  which 
proposes  the  abolition  of  private  capital  and 
the  substitution  of  collective  ownership  in 
carrying  on  the  industrial  work  of  the 
world.  Communism  advocates  the  collec- 
tive ownership  of  all  wealth.  Anarchism 
advocates,  in  addition,  the  abolition  of  all 
government — by  force  if  necessary.  Nihil- 
ism is  an  extreme  form  of  Anarchism  (if 
that  were  possible)  and  advocates  the  vio- 
lent   abolition    of    all    existing    institutions. 


ifi»^ 
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social  and  political.     It  is  rlifficilt  to  dcter- 
nune  just  what  Bolshevism  advocates.  Some 
say   It    is    simply    "Marxian    Socialism    plus 
niachme   Runs."     We   do   know   that   it    ad- 
vocates all   that  Socialism  advocates  and  in 
■iddition   demands  the  aholition   of  all  class 
distinctions     and    all     proverninent     by     the 
classes.     The  constitution  of  July.  191,S.  may 
he  .summarized  thus:  "They  demand,  not  re- 
form, but   reconstruction.     Regeneration   of 
the  mdividual  is  usless:  for  the  cause  of  the 
evil  IS  not   sin  but  poverty.     Therefore  the 
present  material  conditions  must  be  chanc- 
ed." 

The  cause  which  brought  Bolshevism  into 
existence    is    existing    wrongs,    ami    Bolshe- 
vism    m     Russia     is     a     successful     protest 
apinst  these  \vroii,^s.     In  so  far  as  Bolshe- 
vism IS  a   protest   against  existing  wrongs, 
the    protest    of    Bolshevism    is    the    protest 
of    all    organized    vital    Christianity.       Fur- 
ther, where   no  organized  vital   Christianity 
exists  there  is  not.  never  has  been  and  never 
can   be  any   protest.      I   will   not  permit,   so 
far    as     I     am     concerned,    organized     vital 
Christianity— which  is  the  Church  of  the  liv- 
ing  God— to   be  identified  with    or   tied   up 
to   any  political,   social,   economic   or   other 
party.    The  Church  of  God  must  not  be  the 
slave  or  even   servant   of  Capital   or   T.abor 
in    any  of  its   organized   forms.      She    must 
make  her  own  protest  and   when   alive   she 
does  make  it. 

Not  only  is  the  protest  at  the  heart  of 
Bolshevism  the  protest  of  the  Christian 
Church:  but  further,  nany  of  the  principles 
of    Bolshevi'-^m    are    the    principles    of   the 


Church — principles  which  Christ  propound- 
ed when  on  earth,  e.g.,  "Liberty,  Fraternity 
and  Equality."  But  when  the  Socialistic 
alliance  "declares  itself  atheist  and  demands 
the  abolition  of  all  worship,  of  marriage,  of 
classes  and  the  right  of  inheritance."  When 
the  Soviet  of  Saratoflf.  Russia,  declares  that: 
"From  March  1st,  1919,  the  right  to  posse  s 
women  of  the  ages  of  17  to  32  is  abolished." 
When  H.  G.  Wells  declares:  "The  Socialist 
no  more  regards  the  institution  of  marriage 
as  a  permanent  thing  than  he  regards  a 
state  of  industrial  competition  as  perman- 
ent." When  Bebel  (another  Socialist)  de- 
clares: "The  idea  of  God  must  be  destroyed: 
atheism  is  the  root  of  liberty,  equality  and 
fraternity."  When  such  representative  men 
and  institutions  proclaim  such  pagan  per- 
versions of  principles,  I.  as  a  minister  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  repudiate  such 
teaching,  denounce  such  If^aders  and  inso- 
far as  any  community  is  misled  by  them. 
I  absolutely  disassociate  myself  from  them. 

But  I  am  now  at  the  point  where  I  must 
state,  as  I  understand  it,  the  position  and 
attitude  of  the  Church  of  God  to  Bolshe- 
vism in  all  its  aspects  and  phases.  And 
in  doing  so  I  want  to  do  it  in  as  kind,  firm 
and  unmistakable  a  fashion  as  I  am  capable 
of.  My  whole-hearted  sympathies  are  with 
the  workers  among  whom  I  was  born, 
among  whom  T  h,-ive  lived  and  among  whom 
I  hope  to  die.  an''  all  my  feeble  efTorts  have 
been  and  will  be  put  forth  on  behalf  oT  that 
class.  Tn  doing  this.  I  pray  God  to  help 
me  to  he  kind  ruK**  fair  to  all  men,  hut  my 
sympathies  and  eflforts  are  with  the  strug 
gling.  suffering,  sorrowing  common  people. 


r 
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Having  said  that,  let  me  proceed  to  say: 
the  Church  of  God  must,  in  these  days  of 
Reconstruction,  place  far  greater  emphasis 
on  the  social  principles  of  Jesus  Christ.  She 
must  never  neglect  the  great  Salvation  of 
the  immortal  soul  but  she  must  reaffirm 
"the  sacredness  of  the  State  and  the  truth 
that  government  is  a  divine  institution — 
this  means  a  new  emphasis  in  the  duties  of 
Christian  citizenship."  Further,  the  Church 
must  proclaim  anew  the  teaching  of  the 
stewardship  of  wealth.  There  are  man^'  so- 
called  Christians  and  Church  Members  who 
persistently  demand  a  "simple  gospel"  and 
are  uneasy  when  anything  is  said  about 
money  and  stewardship.  The  fact  is  the 
Church  has  been  allowing  hundreds,  yes. 
thousands,  to  steal  and  thieve  and  rob  not 
only  from  their  fellow-men  but  also  from 
God  Himself,  and  she  has  never  even  ut- 
tered a  protest.  No  wonder  the  world  and 
the  working  man  says  the  Church  has  fail- 
ed. .'Ks  a  minister  belonging  to  the  Church 
I  know  the  Church  has  not  failed,  but  T 
can  easily  understand  how  the  man  in  the 
street  or  even  the  man  in  the  pew  (whose 
religion  consists  in  going  to  church  once  a 
Sunday  when  the  weather  is  fine  and  he  has 
nothing  else  to  do)  would  not  only  think  so 
and  say  so.  but  believe  so. 

Rut  when  we  are  allowing  fair  criticism 
of  the  Church,  what  shall  we  say  by  way 
of  criticism,  of  RolsVievism?  In  so  far  as 
Bolshevism  expresses  the  protest  of  the 
people  of  Russia  iigatnst  the  injustice  and 
oppression  of  the  autocrats.  T  have  only 
words  of  commendation   to   oflF^r.     On   the 


ctlicr  hand,  when  the  Bolsheviki  place  them- 
selves in  the  hands  of  or  allow  themselves 
to  he  led  by  such  men  as  Lenine  or  Trotsky, 
then  I  have  a  different  matter  to  consider.' 
These  two  men — when  my  country  was  in  a 
deatli  struggle  with  an  unscrupulous  enemy 
and  gasping-  for  existence — were  plotting 
v.ith  the  enemy  or  conspiring  against  my 
country:  therefore  I  must  denounce  these 
men  and  repudiate  the  party  which  is  fol- 
lowing them.  These  men  cannot  be  trusted 
;ind  the  Bolsheviki  whom  they  lead— in  so 
far  as  they  follow— cannot  be  trusted.  This 
is  a  matter  which  admits  of  no  compromise. 
As  at  present  constituted  the  Bolsheviki 
in  Russia  are  not  only  the  enemies  of  the 
Kmpire.  they  are  the  enennes  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  of  God  Himself.  There- 
fore r  resist  them  to  the  limit  of  my  power. 

.Another  matter  which  makes  Bolshevism 
a  menace  is  its  teaching  and  practices  re- 
garding marriage.  Some  may  say  the  rank 
and  file  of  t!ie  Bolsheviki  don't  seek  to 
abolish  marriage.  I  answer:  "Their  leaders 
do.  and  they  follow  their  leaders."  Further, 
the  teaching  of  the  leaders  on  marriage  is 
the  only  logical  outcome  of  their  first  prin 
ciples.  Tf  there  is  to  be  no  private  owner- 
ship, we  cannot  stop  at  a  certain  point— we 
must  go  the  whole  way  and.  as  Wells  says, 
abolish  marriage  as  we  abolish  industrial 
competition. 

The  most  serious  criticism  which  T  have 
to  offer'  against  Bolshevism— and  Marxian 
.-ivjci.iusm  wmcn  iie.>  hacK  of  it — is  the 
avowed  and  practical  denial  of  God.  It  is  a 
most  serious  matter  when   it   is  delibcratelv 


declared  that  "tlic  idc-a  of  God  must  be  de- 
stroyed— Atheism  is  the  true  root  of  liberty, 
equality  and  fratei  iiity.  "  We  who  are  I'e- 
lievers  must  resist  this  with  niij?ht  and 
main.  If  there  he  no  God  then  man  is  with- 
out 1k)1)c  and  is  indeed  lo^t  with  all  tlie  aw- 
ful meaninj?  of  that  word.  Not  only  so: 
hut,  if  this  doctrine  can  he  successfulh'  ])rt)- 
pagated,  instead  of  liberty  we  will  tret  law- 
lessness, instead  f)f  eciuality  we  will  jjet 
ine(|uity,  and  instead  of  fraternity  we  will 
ffet  fatalism.  Tf  these  are  to  be  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  future  democracy,  then  we 
must  bepin  at  once  to  make  the  world  safe 
not  for  but  from  democracy.  By  God's  help 
1  shall  not  only  resist  hut  denounce  and 
seek  to  destroy  all  such  doctrines  to  the 
limit  of  my  ability.  If  the  workers,  soldiers 
and  peasants  identify  themselves  witli 
such  doctrine,  then  the  old  corrui)t  order  is 
infinitely  to  be  preferred. 

The  <|uestion  ma\-  now  be  fairly  asked: 
"Has  tlie  Churc'i  an^  positive  constructive 
contribution  to  make  in  this  crisis?"  T  an- 
swer: "Thank  God,  ^'es!  The  Church  has 
still  enough  vitality  to  make  a  tremendous 
contribution." 

The  State  can  do  sometliins"  in  this  crisis 
— but  acts  of  parliament  cannot  reconstruct 
Society.  The  problem  with  wliich  Bolshe- 
vism is  struq-glinpT  today— 7  tlie  problem 
which  is  facinjz  us,  for  we  have  a  similar 
problem  here  in  Canada — is  a  political, 
economic  and  educational  problem,  it  is  true. 
But  it  is  far  more.  It  is  Hrst  and  foremost 
a  religious  problem.  It  must  be^in  with  the 
individual,    and    the    first    lesson    which    the 


individual  must  learn  is  the  lesson  which  the 
Master  tauglit  Xicodemus — "You  must  be 
born  again."  That  must  be  man's  start- 
iii'j:  point  and  upon  that  he  must  proceed.  In 
other  words,  the  old  and  almost  forgotten 
doctrine  of  Conversion  must  be  revived  and 
enforced.  Unless  Church  people,  and  other 
people,  believe  in  and  demand  Regeneration 
as  a  sine  qua  non  of  Recon.struction  there 
can  be  no  stability  for  the  present  nor  hope 
for  the  future. 

Thank  God,  there  are  men  today  in  every 
walk  in  life  who  still  believe  in  the  neces- 
sity and  possibility  of  Conversion.  A  short 
time  ago  "The  Wall  Street  Journal"  (a 
financial  paper)  declared:  "What  we  need 
today  more  than  railway  e.xtension,  west- 
ern irrigation,  a  low  tariff,  a  bigger  wheat 
crop  and  a  merchant  marine:  is  a  revival  of 
piety — the  kind  that  mother  and  father  used 
to  have,  the  kind  that  counted  in  good  busi- 
ness." That  Conversion  is  possible  has 
been  made  abundantly  clear  from  a  scienti- 
fic viewpoint  in  a  recent  book  on  Psycho- 
logy by  Prof.  Ward  of  Cambridge,  in  which 
he  states  that  "Conversion  is  a  fact  and  is 
common  in  human  experience."  That  Con- 
version is  possible  and  necessary  has  been 
made  more  abundantly  clear  in  that  wonder- 
ful book  on  "Twice  Born  Again"  by  Harold 
Begbie.  There  he  tells  of  twelve  men  who, 
by  the  grace  of  God  and  through  the  Sal- 
vation  Army,   were   born   again — converted. 


.\  selection  from  tlie  record  of  one  will 
suffice.  He  is  taken  from  the  class  to  which 
Bolshevism  is  making  an  appeal  and  is  sup- 


l)M^c(l  lo  minister:  Reirhie  calls  him  "the 
I'Uunhcr."  At  10  yi-ars  of  atjc  lie  was  "earn- 
\]]\x  a  tra(K>sman's  \vac:e — an  income  suffi- 
cient to-proxidi'  lor  a  family  but  not  enough 
ti.  -atisfy  his  cravincr  for  drink  after  he  got 
married.  J-'.Mry  Saturday  night  meant  a 
ilrunken  bout  and  a  beating  for  !i;s  wile  and 
yMung  family.  In  de-jjair  hi>  poor  wife  en- 
tered the  bar  where  he  was  drinking  and 
tried  to  get  him  home.  Maddened  with 
drink  he  cried:  '''"or  GimTs  s;ike,  w.man.  go 

or  ril  sign  the  pledge."     "\'n\\'\v  done 

iliat  often  eivnisrh  already  a.nd  y<»u'\e  wetted 
it  every  time."  For  some  re;ison  the  retort 
brought  him  to  h:s  >en>e-,.  Th;it  night  he 
si)U-;ht  out  a  converted  chum  :'.nd  went  with 
liim  t..  the  Salvati<m  Army  meeting. 
"C'lin.rlie."  lie  -.;iid.  "1  want  l'>  get  out  of 
\vh;..t  I  am  m."  Said  his  chum.  "W  ell,  just 
uet  down  ami  tell  God  that— Tell  God  you 
;  re  up  agin  it  and  ile">  got  to  help  you 
Ml-  von  are  doomed  ,ind  will  shortly  be 
damned."  The  plumber  laielt  in  prayer  and 
wa<  gloriou-ly  saved.  When  his  drinking 
cluini>  heard  it  they  turned  again-t  him. 
Wlien  -neers  and  jeers  failed  they  de- 
manded and  g"t  him  discharged.  I'"or 
niontli'^    he    hunted    a    job    but    failed.      The 


far 


(Mily  thing  which  encouraged  him  so 
;:^  liunian  help  w;i^  concerned  was  the  kiss 
and  affeclion  which  he  got  from  his  wife 
and  children.  .At  last,  in  (!esi)air.  he  cried. 
•■n'l,  G..d.  don't  fors;d<e  me.  N'ou  know  T 
\'<\c  you  ami  1  ;m  going  t"  do  my  best." 
I'.y  the  help  of  God  lie  won  against  the 
,,.,,, .1,1  f!,,.  ni>.;U  ntirl  t1-!f>  flrvil.  Rocbie  tells 
u=;:  when  he  went  to  visit  that  home  he 
found    a    ne:it.    clean     place     and     a     happy 
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^ 


family.  The  plumber  said:  "I  used  to  lian.; 
pictures  on  my  wife's  face  that  were  heart 
breaking  to  look  at — I  have  taken  tliem  ofif 
and  instead  I  have  put  smiles  on  her  face 
and   lovely  pictures  on   the   wall. 

This  story  will  illustrate  the  possibility 
and  necessity  of  Conversion  in  Reconstruc- 
tion. As  Begbie  concludes:  "Surely  tliis 
story  must  bring  home  to  the  politician  and 
sociologist  the  great  truth  that  the  one  hope 
of  regeneration  is  in  the  Christian  religion — 
the  one  guarantee  for  a  noble  posterit\' — 
and  there  is  really  no  other  hope." 
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